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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 January 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) |EI Claim(s) 1-28 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-21 and 25-28, drawn to an extension information obtaining unit 
operable to obtain extension information showing that broadcast of a 
program preceding the target broadcast program will be extended; a 
judging unit operable to judge, if the extension information is obtained, 
whether broadcast data being recorded after the scheduled broadcast 
time is segment data that is sufficiently shorter than the target broadcast 
program or program data; a monitoring unit operable to monitor, after the 
judging unit judges that the broadcast data is segment data, whether 
segment data of a same type is consecutively received; an extracting unit 
operable to extract, if the judging unit judges that the broadcast data is 
program data, an end time of a piece of segment data immediately 
preceding the program data, the extraction being performed when a 
predetermined condition is satisfied; and a start-position recording unit 
operable to record, as a start position of the target broadcast program, a 
position corresponding on the recording medium to the extracted end 
time., classified in class 386, subclass 46. 

II. Claims 22-24, drawn to Display data for displaying image data included in 
a broadcast program recorded by a broadcast program recording 
apparatus that is for receiving and recording broadcast programs, the 
display data comprising: a thumbnail image corresponding to a piece of 
image data included in the recorded broadcast program; and a graphical 
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representation of a position of the thumbnail image relative to the entire 
recorded broadcast program., classified in class 348, subclass 333.05. 
2. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, subcombination II has separate utility such as 
Display data for displaying image data included in a broadcast program recorded by a 
broadcast program recording apparatus that is for receiving and recording broadcast 
programs, the display data comprising: a thumbnail image corresponding to a piece of 
image data included in the recorded broadcast program; and a graphical representation 
of a position of the thumbnail image relative to the entire recorded broadcast program. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

The examiner has required restriction between subcombinations usable together. 
Where applicant elects a subcombination and claims thereto are subsequently found 
allowable, any claim(s) depending from or otherwise requiring all the limitations of the 
allowable subcombination will be examined for patentability in accordance with 37 CFR 
1 .104. See MPEP § 821 .04(a). Applicant is advised that if any claim presented in a 
continuation or divisional application is anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a 
claim that is allowable in the present application, such claim may be subject to 
provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims of 
the instant application. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daquan Zhao whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1119. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Fri. 7:30 -5, alt Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai Q, can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Daquan Zhao/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/JAMIE JO ATALA/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



